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PRISMA is the official quarterly publication of PSA-
ARMM. It contains reports on results of various statistical 
surveys and censuses, highlights of civil registration services, 
special events and activities promoting coordination with 
data stakeholders in ARMM.

PRISMA comes from the word prism, which is by 
definition a transparent geometrical shape that breaks up light 
into spectral colors. A prism symbolizes the general objective 
of this publication in the way that the latter serves as PSA-
ARMM’s medium to communicate its function to the public, 
that is, aside from the production of quality statistics and civil 
registration services, to disseminate technical information in 
a manner that is easily comprehensible.

The team behind PRISMA produces information materials 
in accordance with PSA’s corporate personality: professional – 
discussions are solely based on actual and reliable statistics; 
responsive – social issues are addressed with statistical data 
gathering and analyses; innovative and strategic – constant 
improvement of the delivery of information; and motivated – 
influencing the promotion of the welfare and development of 
the people in ARMM.

PRISMA’s logo illustrates 
PSA-ARMM’s commitment 
to deliver relevant, reliable 
statistics and civil registration 
services through information 
dissemination.

In the middle is a propeller that depicts PSA-ARMM’s role 
as the central statistical institution and primary facilitator 
of statistical operations in the region. The three arrows 
surrounding the propeller are derived from PSA’s logo, which 
represent the three pillars of the agency as an organization: 
solid, responsive, and world-class. Their colors are from the 
Philippine flag – to convey PSA’s role as a national agency. The 
arrows are pointing outwards to portray PRISMA expanding 
its reach of target users. The arrows are pointing to different 
directions to show PRISMA spreading information to 
stakeholders in different sectors.

Together, the propeller and the arrows form a triangle – a 
shape of a prism.
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N E W S L E T T E R S

ARMM employees and officials commences the month-
long celebration of the 28th National Statistics Month with 
the theme “Facts and Figures for the Future: Statistics for 
Evidence-Based Decisions Towards AmBisyon Natin 2040”, last 
October 2, 2017 at ORG-ARMM Compound Cotabato City. The 
celebration was hosted by the Regional Statistics Committee 
(RSC) of ARMM, that is chaired by the Office of the Executive 
Secretary (OES) to the ARMM Regional Governor represented 
by Executive Secretary Atty. Laisa Masuhud-Alamia; and co-
chaired by the Regional Planning and Development Office of 
ARMM (RPDO-ARMM) represented by Executive Director Engr. 
Baintan A. Ampatuan and the Philippine Statistics Authority 
in ARMM (PSA-ARMM) represented by Regional Director Dr. 
Abubakar S. Asaad.

National Statistics Month or NSM is an annual event 
observed nationwide geared at promoting, enhancing and 
instilling nationwide awareness and appreciation of the 
importance and values of statistics to our society and to seek 
the cooperation and support of other government agencies, 
the private sectors and the general public in upgrading the 
quality and standards of statistics in the country.

“AmBisyon Natin 2040 is the collective long-term vision of 
the Filipino people for ourselves and our country that by the 
year 2040, we will have a Matatag, Maginhawa at Panatag na 
Buhay,” Dr. Asaad said.

According to him, quality and reliable statistics is used to 
formulate the appropriate programs and services in order for 
us to crop the progress towards AmBisyon Natin 2040. Statistics 
are also gathered, analyzed and interpreted to evaluate the 
level of effectiveness of these programs.

AmBisyon Natin 2040 focuses mainly on the field of 
construction, manufacturing, utilities (i.e. electricity, gas and 
water), connectivity (i.e. roads and bridges, transport system 
and communication), education, tourism, and other services 
like agriculture, health and financial services. Dr. Asaad 
explained that PSA plays a significant role in this endeavor as 
the agency collects all the data needed on the said industries in 
the regular statistical activities conducted monthly, quarterly, 
semi-annually and annually. Other line agencies, particularly 
the members of RSC also have important contributions in the 
provision of information.

ARMM commences 28th National Statistics Month

Employees of PSA-ARMM and PSA-Maguindanao, headed by Regional Director Dr. Abubakar S. Asaad and Provincial Statistics Officer Hji. Razulden A. Mangelen during 
the Opening Program of the month-long celebration of the 28th National Statistics Month at ORG-ARMM Compound, Cotabato City.
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“Statistics is not just a number, statistics is power,” Atty. 
Alamia said.

Atty. Alamia emphasized further the importance 
of accurate statistics in the implementation of effective 
governance. ARMM used statistics in the “ghost busting” in 
the Department of Education in ARMM (DepEd-ARMM). The 
government discovered padded data of students and teachers 
in the region, most especially in the province of Lanao del Sur. 
These manipulated data also manipulate the budget structure 
of the government which resulted into corruption.

The Executive Secretary reminded every employee that 
the success on having a clean information of the region does 
not rely only on the officials of the line agencies, but actually 
depends on the efficiency of the employees and beneficiaries of 
programs and services. Thus everyone is obligated to contribute 
to this accomplishment for the good of the government. As 
Engr. Ampatuan emphasized, we should not wait for 2040 to 
have a Matatag, Maginhawa at Panatag na Buhay.

Dr. Asaad announced the upcoming activities to be 
anticipated in this month-long celebration of NSM. The 
Statistical Operations and Coordination Division (SOCD) of 

PSA-ARMM will be conducting Statistical Quiz and Poster/
Slogan Making Contest for students from selected schools 
in the region and Dr. Asaad will be training PSA-ARMM 
employees on Statistical Data Management; Civil Registration 
and Administrative Support Division (CRASD) of PSA-ARMM 
will be lecturing on Civil Registration for students and general 
public; PSA-ARMM will be having Tree Planting activities; and 
all line agencies are invited to participate through hanging of 
tarpaulin and joining in Statistical Exhibit Contest. Moreover, 
PSA-ARMM and RPDO-ARMM will be spearheading the 
Culmination Program for the 28th NSM on October 30, 2017.

In relation to the Statistical Exhibit Contest, Engr. 
Ampatuan encouraged the line agencies to give emphasis on 
the statistics of Marawi City and Lanao del Sur. Display the 
right statistics and right information about Marawi City and 
Lanao del Sur.

“Show the right statistics at the right time,” Engr. Ampatuan 
said.

The ceremonial releasing of balloons officially opened the 
celebration of 28th NSM.

Employees and officials of PSA-ARMM and PSA-
Maguindanao, together with their family, celebrated the 2017 
PSA-ARMM Family Fun Day at Amaya Beach Resort, Datu Odin 
Sinsuat, Maguindanao last October 8, 2017. This was headed 
by Regional Director Abubakar S. Asaad, Civil Registration 
and Administrative Support Division (CRASD) Chief Cayang 
M. Macud and Provincial Statistics Officer (PSO) Razulden A. 
Mangelen of PSA-Maguindanao.

CRASD Chief Macud and PSO Mangelen discussed on the 
significance of their PSA colleagues to their lives. According to 
them, they have found warmth within the PSA family which 
inspires them to work harder. RD Asaad also emphasized to 
always respect and motivate each other to improve.

Facilitators of this event have also prepared several fun 
games to increase the festive ambiance of the celebration. 
Spouses, children and friends of PSA employees also joined 
in these activities. There were also plenty of food and drinks 
served to complete the party.

The celebration of National Family Week is pursuant to 
Presidential Proclamation No. 60 issued on September 28, 
1992, which aims “to increase awareness on various family 
issues; enhance effectiveness of national and local efforts to 
carry out specific programs concerning families by generating 
new programs concerning families by generating new activities 
and strengthening existing ones; and promote collaboration. 
among national and local non-governmental organizations in 
support of multi-sectoral activities.”

PSA-ARMM celebrates 2017 Family Day

PSA-ARMM Family during the 2017 PSA-ARMM Family Fun Day at Amaya Beach 
Resort, Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao.
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Regional Director (RD) of PSA-ARMM Abubakar S. 
Asaad and his employees namely Provincial Statistics 
Officer (PSO) Naser S. Usman of PSA-Basilan, PSO 
Noronisa D. Macadadaya of PSA-Lanao del Sur, 
PSO Razulden A. Mangelen of PSA-Maguidanao, 
PSO Medzhor A. Tan of PSA-Sulu, PSO Masil H. 
Mohammadsha of PSA-Tawi-Tawi and other personnel 
of PSA-ARMM paid courtesy visit to BGen. Custodio 
J. Parcon, Jr. of AFP and Commander of 2nd Marine 
Brigade in Tawi-Tawi last October 16, 2017 in Sanga-
Sanga, Tawi-Tawi.

BGen. Parcon is a recipient of the Medal of Valor 
of the Republic of the Philippines. This is the highest 
military award given by the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines. This award is given to those who served their 
country with courage, daring initiative, and unwavering 
devotion to duty in the face of extreme personal danger. 
BGen. Parcon is also one of the 1994 Ten Outstanding 
Young Men (TOYM) Awardees for Military Science.

PSA-ARMM Team had been conducting the 
Regional Data Review on AgStat for the 3rd Quarter 
of 2017 in Bongao, Tawi-Tawi when they took a quick 
visit to BGen. Parcon. Upon discussion, BGen. Parcon 
granted the request of RD Asaad to accompany the team 
and provide transportation facilities during their visit to 
Municipalities of Simunul and Sapa-Sapa to supervise 
the statistical activities currently conducted in the said 
areas.

According to BGen. Parcon, they are happy and 
more than willing to serve and assist their fellow public 
servants whenever they are needed.

Thirty-seven employees of PSA-ARMM Regional Office and 
Provincial Offices of Maguindanao and Lanao del Sur joined the 9th 
Statlympics of PSA-XII last October 27-29, 2017 at Elai Resort, Hotel 
and Recreation Center, Kidapawan City.

About 150 employees from PSA-XII, PSA-XI and PSA-ARMM 
headed by Regional Director (RD) Maqtahar Manulon, RD Eddie 
Nasol and RD Abubakar Asaad, played various games and sports 
together and against each other. All of the participants were 
randomly grouped into four teams – Alpha (Red Team), Delta (Blue 
Team), Chi Square (Yellow Team) and Sigma (Green Team). These 
teams competed in cheering contest, parlor games, mind games and 
sports such as volleyball, basketball, badminton and swimming. The 
Alpha and Chi Square Teams were declared as the overall champions, 
followed by Sigma Team as the 1st Runner-up and Delta Team as the 
2nd Runner-up.

The three regional offices also contended for championship 
in basketball and volleyball. PSA-XI bagged the championship for 
basketball tournament against PSA-XII (1st Runner-up) and PSA-
ARMM (2nd Runner-up). On the other hand, PSA-XII won on the 
volleyball game against PSA-ARMM (1st Runner-up) and PSA-XI 
(2nd Runner-up). All of the participants received cash prizes both 
in the competitions for mixed teams and invitational games for each 
region.

This activity was a part of PSA-XII’s celebration of the 28th 
National Statistics Month aimed at nurturing friendship and 
strengthening collaboration among employees of PSA Mindanao 
Cluster. PSA-XII has been successfully conducting this activity for 
nine years. The participating regional offices hope to expand the 
scope of this activity to the whole PSA Mindanao Cluster in the 
following years.

RD Asaad and company pay 
courtesy visit to BGen. Parcon 
in Tawi-Tawi

PSA-ARMM joins 
9th Statlympics

PSA-ARMM employees with BGen. Custodio J. Parcon, Jr. in Tawi-Tawi.

PSA-ARMM employees headed by RD Abubakar Asaad, CRASD Chief Cayang Macud and 
PSO Razulden Mangelen during the Closing and Awarding Ceremony of 9th Statlympics 
in Kidawan City with RD Maqtahar Manulon of PSA-XII, RD Eddie Nasol of PSA-XI and 
PSO Ruben Abaro, Jr. of PSA-Gensan.
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Regional Statistics Committee in the ARMM (RSC-ARMM) 

chaired by the Office of the Executive Secretary to the Regional 

Governor of ARMM (ORG-ARMM) and vice-chaired by the 

Philippine Statistics Authority - ARMM (PSA-ARMM) and 

Regional Planning and Development Office – ARMM (RPDO-

ARMM), in partnership with Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 

– Cotabato Branch, spearheaded the culmination of the month-

long celebration of the 28th National Statistics Month (NSM), 

with the theme “Facts and Figures for the Future: Statistics for 

Evidence-Based Decisions towards AmBisyon Natin 2040,” 

on October 30, 2017 at RPDO-ARMM Conference Hall, ORG-

ARMM Compound, Cotabato City. About 80 representatives 

of RSC member-agencies, other line agencies and academic 

institutions participated in this event.

Melanie Indar, OIC-Assistant Director of RPDO-ARMM, in 

her welcome remarks, emphasized the importance of statistics 

in efficient and effective governance. According to her, ARMM, 

like all the regions in the country, is also gearing towards 

AmBisyon Natin 2040 – of having a Matatag, Maginhawa 

and Panatag na buhay. She believes that statistics is one of 

the primary tools that we can use in determining the most 

appropriate policies and programs to be implemented and 

also in monitoring the performance of projects.

She also highlighted the efforts of the line agencies 

in the establishment of database with timely and reliable 

information as this will serve as the ARMM government’s 

basis in formulating policies and programs aimed towards the 

recently drafted ARMM Regional Development Plan.

“Through this [statistics], we are able to strengthen our 

determination, build our wall of confidence, and give us hope 

that sooner or later, we will have the society that we all dream 

of,” Ms. Indar said.

In his message, Dr. Abubakar S. Asaad, Regional Director 

of PSA-ARMM hopes that ARMM line agencies shall always be 

guided by the 2017 NSM’s theme in the delivery of services to 

the people of ARMM towards AmBisyon Natin 2040.

According to Dr. Asaad, quoting PSA’s words, “The 

agency is mandated to ensure the sustained production 

and dissemination of statistics which are necessary for 

the achievement of the Filipino aspirations.” He hopes 

that the activities and programs identified under the 

Philippine Statistical Development Programs (PSDP) shall be 

implemented across different administrations and shall realize 

desired results for the Filipinos. Dr. Asaad is also glad to observe 

an increased appreciation of statistics among the ARMM line 

agencies, specifically in formulating evidence-based decisions.

The program also served as the awarding ceremony for 

the winners of Statistical Exhibit among line agencies and 

Poster/Slogan Making Contest among selected senior high 

school students in Maguindanao. PSA-ARMM won the first 

place for Statistical Exhibit, followed by RPDO-ARMM and 

BFAR-ARMM. Abdullaziz A. Nakan of Sultan Kudarat Islamic 

Academy and Norhamirudin S. Omar of Mindanao State 

University – Laboratory High School brought home trophies 

for being the first placers for the Poster and Slogan Making 

Contest, respectively. Winners of these contests received 

trophies, medals and cash prizes, while the non-winning 

participants also received consolation prizes.

Provincial Statistics Officer of PSA-Maguindanao Hji. 

Razulden A. Mangelen delivered the closing remarks and 

thanked the representatives of line agencies for participating 

in the culmination of the 28th NSM celebration.

RSC-ARMM culminates 
28th National Statistics Month

From left: Melanie Indar, OIC-Assistant Director of RPDO-ARMM and Dr. Abubakar 
S. Asaad, Regional Director of PSA-ARMM lead the culmination program of the 
28th National Statistics Month celebration on October 30, 2017 at RPDO-ARMM 
Conference Hall, ORG-ARMM Compound, Cotabato City.



P R I S M A 7

Regional Director Abubakar S. Asaad of the Philippine 

Statistics Authority – Autonomous Region in Muslim 

Mindanao (PSA-ARMM) and Deputy Director Perry B. Dequita 

of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) Cotabato Branch 

strengthened ties during their meeting last November 6, 2017 

at the office of BSP Cotabato in Cotabato City.

RD Asaad, together with Mr. Razulden A. Mangelen 

(Provincial Statistics Officer of PSA-Maguindanao), Mr. Akan 

G. Tula (Supervising Statistical Specialist), Ms. Norhayyah 

A. Tula (Senior Statistical Specialist) and Ms. Farhana Jane 

S. Linso (Acting Statistical Analyst), went to BSP Cotabato to 

personally thank and award the Plaque of Appreciation to Dir. 

Dequita for their active support and participation during the 

culmination of the 28th National Statistics Month celebration 

last October 30, 2017. BSP Cotabato sponsored the snacks and 

tokens of about 80 participants during that event.

Dir. Dequita explained that BSP is mandated to support 

other institutions in the country, most especially the Philippine 

Statistics Authority, Department of Trade and Industry and the 

National Economic and Development Authority. BSP and the 

said agencies have established an interdependent relationship 

not just because they have similar visions and clients and also 

because they provide some of the information they need in 

order to perform their functions.

According to Dir. Dequita, BSP does not just simply print 

money, but they are also responsible in regulating the economy 

based on the supply and demand of money circulating in the 

market. The statistics on Consumer Price Index (CPI), Inflation 

Rates and Purchasing Power of Peso (PPP) regularly generated 

by the PSA are the fundamental information used by BSP 

in formulating the economic and monetary policies in the 

country.

PSA and BSP in other regions have always been partners 

in celebrating the NSM, particularly during closing programs. 

However, the same partnership in ARMM was not established 

in the previous years due to lack of awareness on the existence 

of BSP in ARMM. Dir. Dequita clarified that the Province of 

Maguindanao, which is in ARMM, is also under the jurisdiction 

of BSP Cotabato Branch. Thus, Dir. Asaad and Dir. Dequita 

have established partnership and commitment to support 

their future advocacies and programs through collaborative 

actions.

PSA-ARMM, BSP Cotabato strengthen ties

PSA-ARMM Team headed by RD Abubakar S. Asaad awards Plaque of Appreciation to Deputy Director Perry B. Dequita of BSP for their active support and participation 
during the culmination of the 28th National Statistics Month Celebration.
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PSA-ARMM has successfully conducted the Regional Data 

Dissemination Forum on the Demographics and Socioeconomic 

Characteristics of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 

(ARMM), based on the results of the 2015 Census of Population 

(POPCEN 2015). The forum was conducted last November 14, 

2017 at EM Manor Hotel, Cotabato City.

In his Welcome Remarks, Dr. Medzhor A. Tan, Provincial 

Statistics Officer of PSA-Sulu acknowledged the more than 100 

representatives from ARMM line agencies, local government 

units (LGUs), academic institutions, and media partners who 

attended the event. Dr. Abubakar S. Asaad, the Regional Director 

of PSA-ARMM, made a presentation on the annual growth rate 

of population, age and sex ratio, median age, average household 

size, dependency ratio, voting-age population, marital status, 

highest educational attainment, school attendance rate, simple 

literacy rate, religious affiliation, occupations and population of 

overseas workers in the Philippines and ARMM, as of August 1, 

2017.

Dr. Asaad clarified that the POPCEN 2015 Data 

Dissemination Forum conducted last October 2016 was 

limited only to data on population count, population density 

and population by legislative districts; while this year’s forum 

provides more information on the social indicators of the region.

Mr. Naldo G. Pendaliday, Senior Statistical Specialist of PSA-

ARMM, enumerated the data items covered by the POPCEN 2015. 

He also mentioned that the census can also supply statistics on 

the status of birth registration, cultural affiliation and housing 

status of households. Dr. Asaad explained that PSA-ARMM and 

other PSA Field Offices are not yet authorized to release such 

information. Data users who need these data may send their 

request to the PSA Central Office.

“Data is power,” Atty. Laisa M. Alamia, Executive Secretary 

to the Office of the Regional Governor of ARMM, said as she 

emphasized the importance of statistics in providing quality 

public services. Atty. Alamia said that having knowledge on 

statistics gives you the ability to determine whether a figure is 

desirable or not. The government uses statistics in planning, 

monitoring and evaluating its programs. She further explained 

that statistics is not just the planners’ basis in formulating 

evidence-based policies, statistics is the line agencies’ evidence 

of their legacy.

“PSA is just here noting down that legacy through statistics,” 

Atty. Alamia added.

Engr. Baintan A. Ampatuan, Executive Director of the 

Regional Planning and Development Office in ARMM (RPDO-

ARMM), highlighted the statistics on dependency ratio by age 

group. According to her, this information will help us make 

evidence-based decisions on prioritization, targeting and 

allocation. The line agencies will be able to determine which 

population is the most vulnerable and what programs they need 

the most.

Moreover, representatives of the Department of Interior 

and Local Government in ARMM (DILG – ARMM) and the 

Commission on Population in Region XII (POPCOM – XII), 

Mr. Mauricio F. Civiles and Mr. Elban V. Iglupas, emphasized 

their delight on the establishment of the PSA-ARMM Website 

which was launched also during that day. Mr. Abdulbasit E. 

Abdulsamad, Statistical Specialist II of PSA-ARMM, is the 

website administrator. Mr. Civiles committed their support to 

PSA in the development of this website. On the other hand, Mr. 

Iglupas is relieved to have a more accessible local website given 

that their agency is an everyday user of PSA data. He also stated 

that this website will be their major source of information for 

their upcoming Population Quiz in ARMM.

Mr. Razulden A. Mangelen, Provincial Statistics Officer of 

PSA-Maguindanao, officially ended the program by expressing 

his gratitude for the participants’ appreciation of statistics 

and the establishment of linkages between the participants’ 

organization and the PSA.

“PSA’s task is to collect and release data, its utilization 

depends on you,” Mr. Mangelen said.

PSA-ARMM conducts POPCEN 2015 
Data Dissemination Forum

Dr. Abubakar S. Asaad, Regional Director of PSA-ARMM, presents the 
population growth rate of the ARMM.
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Philippine Statistics Authority in ARMM (PSA-ARMM) 

will be conducting a Data Dissemination Forum for the 

State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) and private academic 

institutions in the region in the following months. Regional 

Director Dr. Abubakar S. Asaad and Provincial Statistics Officer 

(PSO) Razulden A. Mangelen of PSA-Maguindanao shared this 

plan to Chancellor Dr. Bai Soraya Q. Sinsuat of Mindanao State 

University (MSU) – Maguindanao during their courtesy visit to 

the university last November 16, 2017.

Aside from the production of quality statistics and 

delivery of civil registration services, PSA is also mandated to 

disseminate information about these products and services 

to its stakeholders. Records of PSA have shown that a huge 

percentage of the data users, specifically in the agency’s 

libraries and data centers, are coming from the academe. Some 

of these researchers rely mainly on the statistics supplied by 

the PSA for their studies. In the case of PSA-ARMM, walk-in 

student researchers usually seek information on population, 

labor and employment, and health.

Dr. Sinsuat reported that MSU-Maguindanao specializes 

in agricultural courses, including fisheries and forestry. 

Their university statistics have also shown that population in 

education and social courses have been increasing.

PSA can provide annual, semestral, quarterly and even 

monthly statistics on the volume and value of production of 

major agricultural products including cereals and other crops, 

livestock and fisheries. These are accessible in the website of 

the agency. Moreover, Dr. Asaad gave a printed copy of PSA-

ARMM’s Press Release on the Highlights of the Demographic 

and Socioeconomic Characteristics of ARMM based on the 

results of the 2015 Census of Population (POPCEN 2015) to Dr. 

Sinsuat. According to him, POPCEN 2015 and other statistics 

of PSA can offer various indicators that the stakeholders, 

especially the students, can use in providing evidence-based 

descriptions and analyses in different sectors of the region.

Dr. Sinsuat also raised the issue regarding some of their 

students who do not have Certificate of Live Birth (COLB). 

They have encountered delays on their transactions due to 

non-compliance of this document. In relation to this, Dr. Asaad 

and PSO Mangelen suggested to include orientation on the 

importance of civil registration during the planned forum.

After their appointment with Dr. Sinsuat, Dr. Asaad and his 

company also had the chance to visit the Office of the Local 

Civil Registrar (OLCR) of the Municipality of Datu Odin Sinsuat, 

Maguindanao headed by LCR Princess Esnaira Mama-Nur.

PSA-ARMM to conduct Data Dissemination Forum for students

PSA Team (at the right side) headed by Dr. Asaad awards PSA information materials to MSU-Maguindanao Team (at the left side) headed by Dr. Sinsuat.
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PSA-ARMM conducted the 2018 Regional Planning 
Workshop on December 12-14, 2017 at Waterfront Hotel Davao, 
Davao City. A total of 56 employees of PSA-ARMM and its 
Provincial Offices (POs) attended this event which was headed 
by Regional Director (RD) Abubakar S. Asaad, Chief of Civil 
Registration and Administrative Support Division (CRASD) 
Cayang M. Macud, OIC-Chief of Statistical Operations and 
Coordination Division (SOCD)Naldo G. Pendaliday and the 
Provincial Statistics Officer (PSOs) of the POs namely, Naser S. 
Usman of Basilan, Noronisa D. Macadadaya of Lanao del Sur, 
Razulden A. Mangelen of Maguindanao, Medzhor A. Tan of Sulu, 
and Masil H. Mohammadsha of Tawi-Tawi. Dr. Divina Gracia 
L. Del Prado, Director of Statistical Methodology Unit of PSA 
Central Office was also present to support and serve as Resource 
Person during this event.

This event is conducted annually to report the 
accomplishments of each office and division during the past 
months, as well as to present the agency’s approved activities for 
the following year. This also provides a venue for the employees 
to share knowledge and strengthen teamwork with each other.

One of the highlights of this event is the knowledge 
sharing session. Topics on Risk Registry and Action Plan, Data 
Ecosystem, Matrix of SDG Indicators, Social Sector Statistics 
Service, Economic Sector Statistics Service, and Macroeconomic 
Accounts Service were discussed thoroughly by PSO Usman, 
PSO Macadadaya, PSO Mangelen, PSO Tan and OIC-SOCD 
Chief Pendaliday, respectively. CRASD Chief Macud; Mr. Delson 
A. Yusop, Registration Officer IV and CRS Outlet Supervisor; Mr. 
Anwar S. Abdullah, Budget Officer; Mr. Hosni M. Ali, Supply 
Officer; and Ms. Rufaidah T. Ibrahim, Regional Accountant 
presented the accomplishments and plans, as well as the 
overview of processes involved in their corresponding divisions. 
Moreover, Ms. Norhayyah A. Tula, Senior Statistical Specialist 

enumerated the programs and events included in the 2018 PSA 
Calendar of Activities.

Accomplishments of the five Provincial Offices, SOCD and 
CRASD were presented through an Audio-Visual Presentation 
during the last part of the program. Moreover, Mr. Abdulbasit E. 
Abdulsamad, Statistical Specialist II, launched the PSA-ARMM 
Official Website. PSOs designated their focal persons to be 
involved in the establishment and maintenance of this website.

According to Usec. Lisa Grace S. Bersales, National 
Statistician and Civil Registrar General, she is proud that PSA has 
leveled up in 2017 and that everyone deserves to be ISO-9001 
certified. Moreover, “Healthy PSA, Happy PSA” is PSA’s theme for 
2018, which means that PSA aims to prioritize the health and 
wellness of its employees in the following year.

“Wellness is the state of functioning at one’s maximum 
potential,” Usec. Bersales said in her message which was read by 
Dr. Del Prado to the PSA-ARMM employees.

In line with this principle, participants of 2018 PSA-ARMM 
RPW have actively joined in the Physical Fitness Activities 
prepared by the Secretariat and Host Team every morning before 
the program proper starts. Through this, participants were able 
to warm themselves up before the critical discussions in the 
workshop. Activities involved in this sessions were also designed 
to test the strategic abilities and camaraderie of the PSA-ARMM 
employees.

Moreover, PSA-ARMM also conducted the 2017 Fellowship 
Night on December 13, 2017 at the same venue. Participants wore 
their cultural attire or Filipiniana as they showcase their talents 
to their colleagues. This was also the time when the employees 
renewed their Oath of Office and Pledge of Commitment to be 
reminded of their obligations and dedication as public servants.

PSA-ARMM conducts 2018 Regional Planning Workshop

Participants of 2018 Regional Planning Workshop from PSA-ARMM and its Provincial Offices with Dr. Del Prado.
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The Philippine Statistics Authority in the Autonomous 

Region in Muslim Mindanao (PSA-ARMM), headed 

by Regional Director Dr. Abubakar S. Asaad, had a 

soft launching of the PSA-ARMM Official Website last 

November 14, 2017. This was done during the conduct 

of the Regional Data Dissemination Forum on Socio-

Economic and Demographic Characteristics based 

on POPCEN 2015 held at EM Manor Hotel and 

Convention Center in Cotabato City.

The website was designed for the convenience of the 

data users, thus it focused on aesthetics with clear 

navigation, can adapt to different web browsers and 

is responsive with any devices used. Its overall design 

generally follows the theme of the PSA’s main website. 

It was established to provide PSA-ARMM a channel 

for data dissemination. Relevant statistical figures 

about ARMM’s economic and social status are readily 

available upon visiting the website’s homepage. 

Downloadable publications, latest news updates 

and other articles can also be accessed through the 

website.

The Directory of the officials of PSA-ARMM and its 

Provincial Offices can be accessed in this website. It 

serves as a portal for the general public to send their 

data requests to PSA-ARMM and stakeholders may 

also subscribe to receive notification emails for every 

update in the website. Moreover, the main websites 

of PSA and other PSA Field Offices are also linked in 

this system.

According to Mr. Abdulbasit E. Abdulsamad, 

Statistical Specialist II and Administrator of the PSA-

ARMM Website, the website is still on its beta version 

or is still in the process of further improvement. 

Through this website, the PSA-ARMM also plans 

to provide relevant statistical figures of each of the 

provinces of ARMM and will continuously update 

its contents to be able to cater to the needs of the 

stakeholders more efficiently.

The PSA-ARMM Official Website can be accessed 

through http://rssoarmm.psa.gov.ph. 

rssoarmm.psa.gov.ph

F E AT U R E PSA-ARMM launches official website

Statistics   |   Services   |   Releases   |   Provincial Offices   |   Contact Us   |   About Us



P R I S M A12

S TAT I S T I C A L  R E L E A S E S
Demographic and Socioeconomic Characteristics of ARMM
(based on POPCEN 2015)

ARMM population in 2015 is 59 percent higher than the population 
35 years ago

The total population of ARMM as of August 1, 2015 was 3,781,387 
persons based on the 2015 Census of Population (2015 POPCEN). The 
2015 total population of the region is higher by 525,427 compared with 
the 3,256,140 total population in 2010 Census of Population and Housing 
(2010 CPH). Thirty-five years ago, the total population of ARMM was only 
1,564,401 persons, which is equivalent to only 59 percent of the current total 
population of ARMM. Figure 1 clearly indicates that there is an increasing 
trend in ARMM total population since 1980.

Figure 1. Total Population of ARMM: 1980-2015

Figure 2 below shows that all the provinces in ARMM have increasing 
trends on total population through three and a half decade. Based on the 
2015 POPCEN, across ARMM, Maguindanao (excluding Cotabato City) is 
the most populated province with 1,173,993 persons, followed by Lanao del 
Sur with 1,045,429 persons. Basilan (excluding Isabela City) has the lowest 
population with only 346,579 persons.

Figure 2. Total Population in ARMM, by Region: 1980-2015

ARMM is the fastest growing region in the country in terms of 
population in 2015

Based on 2015 POPCEN, the Philippines has a total population of 
100,981,437 persons. This is higher by 8,643,585 persons than the 2010 CPH 
count of 92,337,852 persons. The increase in the Philippine population 
translated into an average population growth rate (PGR) of 1.72 percent 
annually during the period 2010 to 2015. This means that there were about 
17 persons added annually for every 1,000 persons in the population. Figure 
2 shows that two of the eight regions in Luzon (Region III and Region IV-A), 
one region in Visayas (Region VII) and half of the six regions in Mindanao 
(Region XI, Region XII and ARMM) have growth rates higher than the 

average PGR of the country. The population of ARMM increased by 2.89 
percent between 2010 and 2015 and it is considered as the fastest growing 
region in the country in terms of population.

Figure 3. Total Population in ARMM, by Region: 1980-2015

Population density in ARMM increased by 14 persons per square 
kilometer

In the total land area of 36,650.95 square kilometers of ARMM, the 
population density or the average number of persons per square kilometer 
in 2015 was 103. This figure represented an increase of six persons per 
square kilometer from the 97 per square kilometer population density of 
the region in 2010. Two of the five provinces in ARMM have population 
densities less than the regional estimate, namely Basilan and Lanao del 
Sur. The most densely populated province of the region was Sulu, with 
a population density of 181 persons per square kilometer in 2015. This 
figure is almost 1.76 times higher than the figure at the regional level. The 
population density of Sulu in 1990 was 137 persons per square kilometer. 
Aside from Sulu, two other provinces surpassed the regional population 
density of 103 persons per square kilometer. These were Maguindanao 
with 118 persons per square kilometer and Tawi–Tawi with 108 persons per 
square kilometer. On the contrary, two provinces had population densities 
less than that of the regional level. These were the provinces of Basilan with 
100 persons per square kilometer and Lanao del Sur with 69 persons per 
square kilometer.

Table 1. Population Density in ARMM, by Province: 2010-2015*

Area
Population Density Percent 

Change2010 2015
ARMM 89 103 15.73
    Basilan 85 100 17.65
    Lanao del Sur 62 69 11.29
    Maguindanao 95 118 24.10
    Sulu 158 181 14.56
    Tawi-Tawi 101 108 6.93

Household population increased by 522,462 persons

The household population of the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM) reached 3,771,249 persons in the 2015 Census of 
Population (POPCEN) or 522,462 higher than the 3,248,787household 
population reported in the 2010 Census of Population and Housing (CPH).
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Based on the 2015 POPCEN, across all the 5 provinces of ARMM 
the Maguindanao (excluding Cotabato City) has the most number of 
households with 1,172,381 persons or 228,895 higher than the 943,486 2010 
CPH followed by Lanao del Sur with 1,038,883 persons or 110,499 higher 
than the 928,384 2010 CPH. On the other hand Basilan (excluding Isabela 
City) has the lowest household population with 346,288 persons or 24,278 
higher than the 365,346 2010 CPH.

Table 2. Household Population, by Province: 2010 and 2015

Area 2010 CPH 2015 POPCEN

ARMM 3,248,787 3,771,249
    Basilan 293,204 346,288
    Lanao del Sur 928,384 1,038,883
    Maguindanao 943,486 1,172,381
    Sulu 718,277 823,983
    Tawi-Tawi 365,436 389,714

ARMM has the highest average household size in the country in 2015

The household population of the country in 2015 was 100,573,715 
persons, higher by 8,475,737 persons from the household population 
of 92,097,978 persons in 2010. The number of households in the region 
increased by 13.9 percent from 20,171,899 in 2010 to 22,975,630 in 2015. 
The average household size (AHS) in 2015 was 4.4 persons, lower than the 
AHS of 4.6 persons in 2010. The household population of ARMM reached 
3,771,249 persons in 2015. This is 522,462 higher than the 3,248,787 
household population reported in 2010. ARMM registered the highest AHS 
of 6.1 persons, a slight increase from 6.0 persons in 2010, followed by Region 
V (Bicol) with 4.8 persons. The lowest AHS was recorded in the NCR and 
Region XI (Davao), both with 4.1 persons.

Figure 4. Average Household Size in Philippines, by Region: 2010-2015

Sex ratio stands at 99 males for every 100 females

The ARMM’s population has 49.8 percent males while 50.2 percent 
are females with a sex ratio of 99 males per 100 females. The 2010 POPCEN 
showed the same sex ratio. Also, the result of the 2015 POPCEN showed that 
ARMM and NCR are the only two regions which reported more females. 
Children under 15 years old has sex ration of 102 males for every 100 
females while for those aged 15 to 64 years old the ratio is 97 males for every 
100 females. The sex ratio for the age group 65 years old and over is 106 
males for every 100 females.

Table 3. Sex Ratio by Age-Group: ARMM 2015*

Age Group Sex Ratio (Male:Female)

All Ages 99:100
0-14 102:100
15-64 97:100
65 years and over 106:100

  
Median age slightly decreased to 18.0 years

The result of the 2015 POPCEN also showed that the median age of 
ARMM’s household population is 18.0 years old. This means that half of 
ARMM’s household population is below 18.0 years old and another half 
of the household population is above 18.0 years old. Among the different 
regions in the country, ARMM has registered the lowest median age. In 
2010, ARMM also had the lowest median age of 18.1 years old.

Children aged 5-9 years old comprised the largest age groups

In the household population of 2015 POPCEN 42.3 percent are under 
15 years of age or 1.6 million. Children below 5 years old comprised 14.2 
percent of the household population in ARMM and children aged 5 to 9 
years old accounted for 14.7 percent of the household population and those 
aged 10 to 14 years with 13.2 percent. In comparison with 2010 results, 
children under 15 years old accounted for 56.1 percent of the household 
population in the region and children below 5 years of age comprised 13.3 
percent of the total population. 

In terms of distribution by age and sex, there are slightly more females 
than males in age groups 0-54 years old in the 2015 POPCEN with the 
females comprising 50.3 percent of these age groups. In contrast, there were 
more males than females in the order age group of 55 years old and over 
making up 52.8 percent.

Figure 5. Age-Sex Pyramid of Household Population: ARMM, 2015

Dependency ratio decrease to 78 dependents per 100 persons in the 
working-age group

In the 2015 POPCEN the young dependents (0-14 years old) comprised 
42.2 percent or 1,589,936 persons of the household population, while the 
old dependents (65 years old and over) comprised 1.7 percent or 65,390 
persons of the household population. The working-age population (15 to 
64 years old) accounted for the remaining 28.3 percent.

The overall dependency ratio of ARMM is 78 which indicates that 
for every 100 working-age population there are about 78 dependents (75 
young dependents and 3 old dependents). This is higher than the national 
figure (64) and lower than the dependency ratio in 2010 records at 80 
dependents per 100 working-age population (77 young dependents and 3 
old dependents).

Table 4. Dependency Ratio by Year: ARMM 2010 and 2015

Area 2010 CPH 2015 POPCEN

Overall 80 78
Young 77 75
Old-age 3 3

More than half of the household population can vote

In ARMM the voting age population or 
persons is 18 years old and over accounted 
to 50.6 percent of the household population 
that is 1,909,185 persons based on the 2015 
POPCEN while the remaining 49.4 percent 
that is 1,862,064 persons of the household 
population are 17 years old and below 
who has no capacity to vote. This means 
that there are more household population 
or persons that are 18 years old and over that comprises 50.7 percent are 
females and 49.3 are males. Across all regions ARMM posted the lowest 
proportion of voting-age population in the country.
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Senior citizens constitutes 3.0 percent of the household population

People who are regarded as senior citizen are those aged 60 years 
and over. ARMM has the lowest proportion of senior citizens making up 
3.0 percent of the 3.8 million household population in 2015 POPCEN which 
is slightly higher than the 2.9 percent recorded in 2010. Among the senior 
citizens the males has 52.5 percent that outnumbered the 47.5 percent of 
females.

In terms of provinces Basilan has the highest proportion of senior 
citizens with 3.8 percent followed by Maguindanao with 3.0 percent, Sulu 
with 2.7 percent, Tawi-tawi with 2.7 percent and Lanao del Sur with 2.5 
percent.

Table 5. Proportion of Senior Citizens by Province: ARMM, 2015*

Area Proportion

ARMM 3.0
    Basilan 3.8
    Lanao del Sur 2.5
    Maguindanao 3.0
    Sulu 2.7
    Tawi-Tawi 3.7

Seven elderly for every 100 children below 15 years old

In ARMM the ageing index or the proportion of persons aged 60 
years and over per 100 persons under the age 15 years was computed at 7.0 
percent in the 2015 POPCEN which is slightly higher than the ageing index 
computed at 6.7 percent in 2010. This means that there are seven person 
aged 60 years and over for every 100 children under 25 years old. Among 
all the provinces, Tawi-Tawi has the highest ageing index of 9.3 percent 
followed by Basilan with 9.3 percent, Maguindanao with 7.2 percent, Sulu 
with 6.4 percent and last is Lanao del Sur with 5.9 percent.

School attendance rate was higher among females than males

Household population aged 5 to 24 years old are considered in 
determining the school attendance rate. Based on the 2015 POPCEN there 
are 1,794,445 persons who are 5 to 24 years old in ARMM and 67.6 percent 
that is 1,213,931 of them are attending school in school year 2015-2016 that 
is higher than the school attendance rate in 2010 POPCEN which is 64.5 
percent.

Out of the 2015 school attendance rate, females are higher than males 
with 50.5 percent and 49.5 percent respectively.

Among the provinces of ARMM, Maguindanao posted the highest 
school attendance rate of 29.8 percent or 361,665 persons while Basilan has 
the lowest rate of 8.4 percent or 102,000 persons.

Table 6. Household Population 5 to 24 Years Old Who Were 
Currently Attending School by Province and Sex: ARMM, 2015*

Area Both Sexes Male Female

ARMM 1,213,931 600,732 613,199
    Basilan 102,000 50,929 51,071
    Lanao del Sur 343,782 165,636 178,146
    Maguindanao 361,665 182,611 179,054
    Sulu 287,516 141,642 145,874
    Tawi-Tawi 118,968 59,914 59,054

Females outnumbered males in academic degree and school attendance 
rate in ARMM

Of the total population five years old and over across ARMM, 44.0 
percent or 1,426,430 had completed elementary education, 24.4 percent 
or 792,732 had reached or finished high school, 8.2 percent or 266,738 was 
college undergraduate, and 4.2 percent or 135,792 was baccalaureate or 
college graduate. Among those with baccalaureate degree, there were more 
females (2.36 percent) than males (1.82 percent). Similarly, among those 
with post baccalaureate courses, females (797 graduates) outnumbered 
males (747 graduates).

Moreover, of the 1,794,445 household population aged 5 to 24 years, 
67.65 percent was attending school in School Year (SY) 2015-2016. Males 
were outnumbered by the females in the school attendance rate, but only 
in the 5 to 9 years old bracket that males are larger by 1.05 percent or 2,231 
more than the females.

Simple Literacy Rate was recorded at 88.7 percent

The literacy rate of ARMM based on the 2015 census of population is 
88.7 percent among the 2,680,017 household population aged 10 years and 
over and it shows that it is higher than the previous literacy rate which is 
80.3 percent in 2010 census of population. A person can be considered as 
literate if he is able to read and write a simple message in any language or 
dialect. Out of the 88.7 percent literacy rate, females are higher than males 
with 50.5 percent and 49.5 percent respectively.

Table 7. Literacy of the Household Population 10 Years Old 
and Over by Province and Sex: ARMM, 2015*

Area Both Sexes Male Female

ARMM 2,375,928 1,176,83 1,199,845
    Basilan 210,484 104,414 106,070
    Lanao del Sur 684,494 331,938 352,556
    Maguindanao 744,888 375,941 368,947
    Sulu 488,682 239,548 249,134
    Tawi-Tawi 247,380 124,242 123,138

Almost half of the total population in ARMM were never married

Across regions, ARMM holds the record of the highest proportion 
of single or never-married persons in the country which was estimated 
at 48.2 percent of its total population. Among the never-married persons 
group, the males (50.73 percent) outnumbered the females (49.27 percent). 
Meanwhile, the proportions of females were higher than males among 
those who were married (50.08 percent), in common-law/live-in marital 
arrangement (50.42 percent), widowed (70.99 percent) and divorced/
separated (63.49 percent).

TECHNICAL NOTES

Total population – the sum of the household population and institutional 
population. It also includes Filipinos in Philippine embassies, consulates, and 
missions abroad

Population growth rate – the rate at which the population is increasing (or 
decreasing) in a given period due to natural increase and net migration, expressed 
as a percentage of the base population.

Population density – the number of persons per unit of area, usually quoted per 
square kilometer or square mile (which may include or exclude, for example, areas 
of water or glaciers).

Household population – comprises of persons who belong to a household, the 
basic criterion of which is the usual place of residence or the place where the person 
usually resides.

Household – a social unit consisting of a person living alone or a group of persons 
who sleep in the same housing unit and have a common arrangement in the 
preparation and consumption of food.

Average household size – the average number of persons residing within a 
household in a particular area.

Voting age population (VAP) – refers to the set of individuals that have reached the 
minimum voting age for a particular geographical or political unit.

Marital status – the personal status of each individual with reference to the marriage 
laws or customs of the country.

Sex ratio – the ratio of males to females in a given population, expressed as the 
number of males per 100 females.

Age – the interval of time between a person’s date of birth and the census reference 
date (1 August 2015) expressed in completed years (as of last birthday) it is recorded 
in whole number.

Median age – the age at which exactly half of the population is younger than this age 
and the other half is older than it.

Highest grade/year completed – the highest grade or year completed in school, 
college or university

Overall dependency ratio – the ratio of persons in the dependent ages (under 15 
years old and over 64 years old) to persons in the economically active or working 
ages (15 to 64 years old) in the population.

Ageing index – calculated as the number of persons 60 years old and over per one 
hundred persons under the age of 15 years.

School attendance rate – the proportion of persons 5 to 24 years old who were at-
tending school during the School Year June 2015 to March 2016 to school-age pop-
ulation (5 to 24 years old)

Simple literacy rate – the proportion of persons aged 10 years and over who are able 
to read and write a simple message in any language or dialect.
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Demographic and Socioeconomic Characteristics of Maguindanao
(based on POPCEN 2015)

Total population is higher by 229,215 persons

The total population of the Province of Maguindanao (excluding 
Cotabato City) as of August 1, 2015 was 1,173,933 persons based on the 
2015 Census of Population (POPCEN). It comprised 31.05% of the ARMM 
total population. The 2015 population of the province is higher by 229,215 
compared with 944,718 total populations in the 2010 Census of Population 
and Housing (CPH).

Figure 1. Total Population: Maguindanao, 1990-2015

Maguindanao posted a 4.22% total population growth rate

The Maguindanao’s total population has a 4.22 percent total 
population growth rate (PGR) during the 2010-2015 periods. It was 2.56 
percent higher than the PGR that was posted by the province during the 
2000-2010 periods. Through the decades, the province growth rate shows 
positive trends. Based on the 2015 POPCEN, across ARMM, Maguindanao 
(excluding Cotabato City) is the most numbered province.

The top most populous municipality of the province was Datu Odin 
Sinsuat (Dinaig), comprising 8.45 percent of the total population of the 
province. It was followed by Sultan Kudarat (Nuling) and Parang comprising 
8.11 percent and 7.60 percent of the total population of the province 
respectively.

Table 1. Top Three Most Populous Municipality: Maguindanao, 2015*

Municipalities Total Population

Datu Odin Sinsuat (Dinaig) 99,210

Sultan Kudarat (Nuling) 95,201

Parang 89,194   

The province’s sex ratio stands at 102 males for every 100 females

Maguindanao’s total population in 2015 has 50.7 percent males while 
49.3 percent are females with a sex ratio of 102 males per 100 females. The 
2010 CPH posted 104 males per 100 females. This means that through the 
years, males outnumbered the females. This trend can also be seen in every 
age group of the population.

Table 2. Sex Ratio by Age-Group: Maguindanao, 2015*

Age Group Sex Ratio (Male:Female)

All Ages 102:100

0-14 106:100

15-64 100:100

65 years and over 104:100

Median age slightly increased to 18.0 years

The result of the 2015 POPCEN also showed that the median age of 
Maguindanao’s total population is 18.0 years old. This means that half of the 
total population is younger than or equal to 18.0 years old and another half 

of the total population is older than or equal to 18.0 years old. The median 
age of the province is the same as that of the region and it is the lowest 
median age recorded in the country as of 2015 CPH. The median age of the 
province in 2010 POPCEN is 17.6 years old.

Children 5 to 9 years comprised the largest age groups of the 
population

Of the total population in the 2015, 42.1 percent are under 15 years 
of age or 493,933. Children aged 5 to 9 years comprised the largest part of 
the total population in the province which was 14.7 percent. Meanwhile, 
children of age under 5 years were accounted for 14.1 percent of the total 
population, and those 10 to 14 years with 13.3 percent. In 2010, children 
under 15 years old was accounted for 44.1 percent of the total population of 
the region, children of age 5 to 9 years with 15.7 percent and those children 
aged less than 5 years were accounted for 13.7 percent.

In terms of distribution by sex and age, there are slightly more females 
than males in the age groups 0 to 14 years old, 60 to 64 years old and 45 to 
54 years old in the 2015 POPCEN with females comprising 23.8 percent of 
the total population in these age groups. In the contrary, there are more 
males than females in the age groups 20 to 44 years with males comprising                 
16.9 percent of the total population in these age groups. On the other hand, 
the proportions of males and females in the age groups 15 to 19 years old,         
55 to 59 years old, 65 to 79 years old and 80 years and over are almost the 
same. It also means that they almost had equal population.

Table 3. Total Population by Age Group: Maguindanao, 2015* 

Age Group Total Population

0-4 165,923
0-14 493,933
15-64 658,808
18 years and over 593,156
60 years and over 35,761
65 years and over 21,192

Dependency ratio decreases to 78 dependents per 100 persons in the 
working-age group

In the 2015 POPCEN, the young dependents (0 to 14 years old) 
comprised 42.1 percent (or 493,933 persons) of the total population, 
while the old dependents (65 years old and over) comprised 1.8 percent                                                            
(or 21,192 persons) of the total population. The working-age population 
(15 to 64 years old) accounted for the remaining 56.1 percent (or 658,808 
persons).

The overall dependency ratio of Maguindanao is 78.2, which indicates 
that for every 100 working-age population, there are about 78 or more 
dependents (75 young dependents and more or less 3 old dependents). 
This is higher than the national figure (58) and lower than the dependency 
ratio in 2010 recorded at 83.9 dependents per 100 working-age population                    
(81.1 young dependents and 2.8 old dependents).

More than half of the total population can vote

In Maguindanao, the vo ting-age population or persons 18 years 
old and over accounted for 50.5 percent of the total population (593,156 
persons) based on the 2015 POPCEN. Persons that cannot vote or persons 
17 years old and below accounted for 49.5 percent (580,777 persons). Of 
the voting-age population, 49.95 percent are males and 50.05 percent are 
female. The province’s voting age population comprises 30.9 percent of the 
region’s voting age population.
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All municipalities of Maguindanao has voting-age population 
comprising more than 40 percent of their respective total population, 
with the Municipality of Datu Odin Sinsuat (Dinaig) having the highest 
proportion who are of voting-age at 57.2 percent, followed by the 
Municipality of Ampatuan at 56.6 percent, Municipality of Datu Piang at 
55.6 percent, and the lowest is in the Municipality of Pandag estimated only 
at 44.5 percent.

Table 4. Municipalities with most percentage of 
Voting Age Population: Maguindanao, 2015*  

Municipalities Percentage of Voting 
Age Population

Datu Odin Sinsuat 57.2%
Ampatuan 56.6%
Datu Piang 55.6%
Upi 54.3%
Parang 54.0%
Matanog 53.9%

Senior citizens constitute 3.05 percent of the total population

Senior citizens are those people who are aged 60 years and over. In 
Maguindanao, there were 35,761 senior citizens making up 3.05 percent 
of the 1.2 million total populations in the 2015 POPCEN, which is slightly 
higher than the 2.70 percent recorded in 2010. Among the senior citizens, 
the males estimated at 51.84 percent outnumbered the females at 48.16 
percent. By municipalities, the Municipality of Upi has the highest 
proportion of senior citizens estimated at 5.03 percent, followed by the 
Municipality of Sultan Mastura at 3.98 percent and the Municipality of Datu 
Piang at 3.81 percent. The Municipality of Barira has the lowest proportion 
of senior citizens estimated only at 1.25 percent of its total population.

Almost half of the total populations were in the married persons 
group

Across provinces in ARMM, Maguindanao holds the record for the 
highest proportion of married persons which was estimated at 48.4 percent 
of its total population. Among the married persons group, the females 
(50.04 percent) outnumbered the males (49.96 percent). Meanwhile, the 
proportion of single persons is 47.3 percent, in common-law or live-in 
marital arrangement is 0.49 percent, widowed persons is 2.87 percent and 
in divorced or separated persons  is 63.49 percent.

School Attendance Rate in the province had increase over the years

Persons aged 5 to 24 years old are considered in determining the 
school attendance rate. Based on the 2015 POPCEN results there are 
559,926 persons who are 5 to 24 years old in Maguindanao and 64.6 percent 
that is 361,665 of them are attending school in school year 2015-2016 that 
is higher than the school attendance rate in 2010 CPH which is estimated at 
54.7 percent. Out of the 2015 school attendance rate, males are higher than 
the females with 50.5 percent and 49.5 percent respectively.

Maguindanao’s simple literacy rate was recorded at 89.3 percent in 2015

The simple literacy rate of the Province of Maguindanao based on 
2015 POPCEN is 89.3 percent among the 834,304 household population 
aged 10 years and over. It is higher than its simple literacy rate in 2010 CPH 
which is estimated only at 81.0 percent. A person can be considered as 
literate if he is able to read and write a simple message in any language or 
dialect. Out of the 89.3 percent literacy rate, 50.5 percent are males and 49.5 
percent are females.

Females outnumbered males in academic degree and school attendance 
rate

Of the total population 5 years old and over across Maguindanao,            
49.52 percent or 499,119 had reached or completed elementary education, 
23.81 percent or 240,054 had reached or finished high school, 6.10 percent 

or 61,444 was college undergraduate, and 2.18 percent or 21,936 was 
baccalaureate or college graduate. Among those with baccalaureate degree, 
the females outnumbered (54.6 percent) the males (45.4 percent).

Maguindanao had increase its number of households in 2015

The number of households in the province had increase by 23.3 
percent from 157,715 in 2010 to 194,507 in 2015. The household population 
of Maguindanao reached 1,172,381 persons in 2015. This is 228,895 higher 
than the 943,486 household population reported in 2010. The province 
registered an average household size of 6.0 persons, which is equal to the 
average household size registered in 2010.

The following municipalities have an average household size higher 
than its provincial level namely: Ampatuan, Buluan – the highest, Datu 
Paglas, Datu Piang, Shariff Aguak, Matanog, Sultan Kudarat, Sultan Sa 
Barongis, Kabuntalan, Talayan, Gen. S.K. Pendatun, Mamasapano, Talitay, 
Pagagwan, Paglat, Guindulungan, Datu Abdullah Sangki, Rajah Buayan, 
Datu Blah T. Sinsuat, Datu Anggal Midtimbang, Mangudadatu and Pandag. 
There are also municipalities that have an equal average household size to 
its provincial level namely: Barira, Datu Saudi – Ampatuan and Northern 
Kabuntalan. On the other hand there are only eleven municipalities which 
recorded a lower average household size than its provincial level. Average 
household size tells us how much average number of persons is residing 
within a household in a particular area.

Table 5. Number of Households, Household Population, Household Size, 
and Province/Municipality: Maguindanao, 2015* 

Province/Municipality 
Total 

Number of 
Households 

Total 
Households
Population

Average 
House-

hold Size
Maguindanao 194,507  1,172,381  6.0
Ampatuan 3,922  24,799  6.3
Buldon 5,542  35,195  6.4
Buluan 7,288 49,932 6.9
Datu Paglas 4,668 28,387 6.1
Datu Piang 4,184 25,510 6.1
Datu Odin Sinsuat (Dinaig)  17,008 98,774 5.8
Shariff Aguak (Maganoy) (Capital) 4,812 31,447 6.5
Matanog 4,817 29,756 6.2
Pagalungan 6,810 39,653 5.8
Parang 15,307 89,143 5.8
Sultan Kudarat (Nuling) 15,652 95,193 6.1
Sultan sa Barongis (Lambayong) 3,528 22,425 6.4
Kabuntalan (Tumbao) 2,582 17,276 6.7
Upi 10,943 53,548 4.9
Talayan 4,683 30,032 6.4
South Upi 7,562 40,111 5.3
Barira 4,980 30,004 6.0
Gen. S. K. Pendatun 4,289 28,103 6.6
Mamasapano 3,933 24,778 6.3
Talitay 2,425 14,839 6.1
Pagagawan 5,693 34,820 6.1
Paglat 2,504 15,914 6.4
Sultan Mastura 3,864 22,221 5.8
Guindulungan 3,003 19,893 6.6
Datu Saudi-Ampatuan 4,358 26,348 6.0
Datu Unsay 2,029 11,813 5.8
Datu Abdullah Sangki 3,906 23,878 6.1
Rajah Buayan 3,770 23,652 6.3
Datu Blah T. Sinsuat 4,080 25,024 6.1
Datu Anggal Midtimbang 3,844 24,799 6.5
Mangudadatu 3,836 25,011 6.5
Pandag 3,906 25,057 6.4
Northern Kabuntalan 4,222 25,232 6.0
Datu Hoffer Ampatuan 4,308 25,012 5.8
Datu Salibo 2,600 14,947 5.7
Shariff Saydona Mustapha 3,569 19,855 5.6

*Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2015 Census of Population and 
2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Indicators 2015 20101/ 2000

Total Population 3,781,387 3,248,787 2,803,045

Urban - 466,246 512,531

Rural - 2,809,894 1,899,628

Male 1,884,980 1,614,598 49.3%

Female 1,896,407 1,634,189 50.7%

0-14 years 1,392,046 40.8%

15-64 years 1,804,337 57.5%

65 years and over 52,404 1.7%

Density (persons per 
square kilometer) 103 97 211

Growth rate 2.89 1.51 1.51

Average household size 6.1 6.0 6.1

Population Projection 2018 2017 2016

ARMM REGION 3,994,800 3,896,900 3,800,800

Source: 2015 Census of Population, 2010 & 2000 Census of Population and Housing

Indicators 2015 2014 2013

Agriculture and forestry/Agriculture, hunting 
and forestry/Agriculture, forestry and fishing 9 8 2,429

Fishery/Fishing - - -

Manufacturing 6 7 1,294

Electricity, gas, and water/electricit y, gas, 
steam   and air conditioning supply 5 5 547

Wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor 
vehicles, and motorcycles 10 9 224

Hotels and restaurants/Accommodation and 
food service activities 7 8 222

Education/Private education 47 50 2,487

Health/Health and social work/Human health 
and social work 3 4 252

Water supply; sewerage and waste manage-
ment/activities and remediation activities 6 6 266

Source: 2013 Annual Survey of Philippine Business and Industry & Census of Philippine 
Business and Industry

Coastwise trade 3rd Qrt 2017 2nd Qrt 2016 3rd Qrt 2016

Quantity (in thousand 
tons) 60,481 44,891 20,260

Value (1 P1,000) 2,121,157 1,751,763 973,478

Indicators 2013 2008 2003

Basic literacy rate (10 years old and over) 86.1 81.5 70.2

Functional literacy rate (10 to 64 years old) 72.1 71.6 62.9

Source: Functional Literacy, Education, and Mass Media Survey

Indicators 2015 2012 2009

Annual average family income 139 129 114

Annual average family expenditure 111 112 98

Annual Average Family Savings 28 17 16

Source: Family Income and Expenditure Survey

Indicators 2013 2011 2008

Modern method 15.3 19.1 9.9

Traditional method 8.6 4.4 5.2

Source: 2011 Family Health Survey, 2008 & 2013 National Demographic and Health Survey

Indicators 3rd Qrt 
2017

2nd Qrt 
2017

3nd Qrt 
2016

Total  (number) 38 76 25

   Total floor area 3,041 6,074 6,544

   Value 8,195 34,953 42,082

Residential (number) 33 67 9

   Total floor area 1,318 2,705 722

   Value 3,165 8,221 5,826

Nonresidential (number) 5 8 8

   Total floor area 1,723 3,369 5,822

   Value 5,030 26,683 31,344

Additions (number) - - -

   Total floor area - - -

   Value - - -

Alterations/repairs - 1 8

   Value - 50 4,912

Indicators Dec 2017 Nov 2017 Dec 2016

Consumer Price Index (2006 = 100) 172.2 171.7 163.5

Inflation rate 5.3 5.4 3.2

Purchasing power of peso 0.58 0.58 0.61

DEMOGRAPHY

FAMILY PLANNING

DOMESTIC TRADE

EDUCATION

CONSTRUCTION c/

PRICE INDICES

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY  a/

FAMILY INCOME AND EXPENDITURES b/

Q U I C K S TAT Statistics at a Glance
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LEGENDS:
1/  based on household population
a/  number of establishment (total employment with 
      20 or more workers)
b/  in thousand pesos, at current prices;  
c/  floor area in square meters; value in P1,000
P/  preliminary result
e/  thousand persons

* in metric tons;  ** in hectares; 

Indicators 2016 2015 2014

Registered birth 31,067 14,784 14,783

   Male 16,307 7,742 7,735

   Female 14,760 7,042 7,048

Registered marriages 1,519 1,503 810

Registered deaths - - -

   Male - - -

   Female - - -

   Infant deaths - - -

   Fetal deaths - - -

   2010-
  2015

  2005-
  2010

  2000-
  2005

Crude birth rate 
(per 1,000 population) 29.4 32.2 34.6

Crude death rate 
(per 1,000 population) 7.9 8.9 9.9

Crude rate of natural 
increase (per 1,000 pop-
ulation)

21.5 23.3 24.6

Total fertility rate (number 
of children per woman) 3.5 3.8 4.1

Life expectancy at birth 
(in years)  

   Male 61.9 59.4 56.9

   Female 62.9 60.4 57.9
Source: Vital Statistics Report

Indicators Jul 
2017

Apr 
2017

Jul 
2016

Labor force ('000) 2,312 2,272 2,272

Labor force 
participation rate 46.5 48.2 55.5

Employment rate 96.8 97.4 97.1

Unemployment rate 3.2 2.6 2.9

Underemployment 
rate 5.5 9.4 7.7

Source: Labor Force Survey

Indicators 2016 2015 2014

Total OFW ('000) 2,240 2,447 2,320

In percent 1.9 1.5 1.8

Source: Survey on Overseas Filipinos

As of  4 th Quarter  of  2017
Source:  http://countrystat .psa.gov.ph

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT  P/

VITAL STATISTICS

OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT

Agricultural Land Area** 2002

Lands Planted to Temporary Crops 282,687

Lands Planted to Permanent Crops 235,761

Lands Planted to Permanent Meadows/Pastures 922

Lands Covered with Forest Growth 2,407

All Other Lands 6,919

Lands Lying Idle 1,924

Not Reported 2,790

Total 533,410

Wage Rate, 2011
(in pesos)

Palay Workers Corn Workers Coconut Workers

Male Female Male Female Male Female

Nominal Wage 241.07 238.98 205.98 203.48 178.40 176.51

Real Wage 122.29 121.23 104.49 103.22 90.50 89.54

Crop 
Estimates

2017 2016 2015

Volume of 
Production*

Area
Harvested**

Volume of 
Production*

Area
Harvested**

Volume of 
Production*

Area
Harvested**

Palay
Irrigated 119,244 35,510 134,403 40,226 153,237 47,124

Rainfed 458,740 185,682 410,083 172,701 334,978 147,225

Corn
White 418,458 174,916 343,342 59,245 515,725 235,504

Yellow 423,160 125,086 247,238 101,912 157,311 46,791

 Indicators
2016 2015

Volume of 
Production*

Area
Harvested**

Volume of 
Production*

Area
Harvested**

Top 4 Non-
Food & 
Industrial

Coconut (with husk) 1,376,545 331,633 1,393,168 328,640

Rubber (cuplump) 59,364 38,315 59,359 38,275

Sugarcane 36,066 1,614 113,343 1,808

Oil Palm (fresh fruit bunch) 23,101 2,450 22,760 2,318

Top 4 
Fruit Crops

Banana 533,677 33,768 531,048 33,731

Durian 6,917 1,314 7,788 1,315

Lanzones 3,035 5,452 3,386 5,452

Mango 11,879 14,328 11,497 14,327

Top 4 
Vegatable 
Crops

Cassava 1,007,822 98,253 1,024,178 97,266

Sweet Potato/Camote 6,243 1,899 6,337 1,899

Mungbean/Mongo 2,629 1,862 2,652 1,873

Squash Fruit 1,520 132 1,535 134

Animal Type 2017 2016

Carabao 2,530 980

Cattle 5,834 6,472

Goat 2,886 2,079

Swine 10,002 12,002

DAILY WAGES RATES OF FARM WORKERS

SLAUGHTERED LIVESTOCK

NON-FOOD & INDUSTRIAL,  FRUIT & VEGETABLE CROPS ESTIMATES

Total Irrigated Area**

2015 156,204

2016 160,150

Employed Persons 
in Agriculrure e/

2014 888

2015 874

2016 741

Production * 2017 (Q4) 2016 (Q4)

Commercial 22,460 21,911

Municipal 27,516 26,722

Marine Municipal 22,753 22,289

Inland Municipal 4,763 4,433

Aquaculture 189,011 176,170

PALAY AND CORN CROPS ESTIMATES

FISHERIES ESTIMATES

A g r i c u l t u r a l  S t a t i s t i c s
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C I V I L  R E G I S T R AT I O N
PSA-ARMM conducted the 2nd Level Training for 

the Analysis of Causes of National Deaths for Actions 

(ANACONDA) on December 18-19, 2017 at RSSO-ARMM 

CRASD Conference Room, Cotabato City. A total of nine 

participants composed of Focal Persons, Provincial 

Statistical Officers from the PSA Provincial Offices of 

ARMM, Chief CRASD. The Resource Speaker for the two-

day training is Mr. Nurosalam C. Caludtiag, Acting Assistant 

Statistician.

ANACONDA is an electronic tool that checks the 

plausibility or quality of mortality levels and of the cause 

of death (COD) data using information about established 

epidemiological and demographic patterns. It uses a 

step-wise approach and applies complex algorithms and 

functions to assess the input COD and population data. 

The systematic use of comparator data from the Global 

Burden of Disease Study helps in the identification of 

potential data quality issues. It was developed because 

many low-and middle-income countries have great 

difficulties collecting COD data because (1) they don’t have 

functioning CRVS systems and they don’t have doctors 

that can certify the COD; (2) Availability of data does not 

guarantee quality; and (3) Policy should be informed by 

accurate and timely data.

On the first day of training, Mr. Caludtiag discussed the 

flow of data processing. He demonstrated the generation 

of statistics needed using the ANACONDA software. 

Participants have undergone a workshop on this and 

presented their outputs using the data from POPCEN 2015 

and 2015 CRVS results. Based on the reports presented, 

Basilan has the highest performance index across provinces 

in the region, though ARMM has the lowest performance 

index in the country.

PSA-ARMM conducts 
Second Level Training on 
ANACONDA

Participants of the Second Level Training on ANACONDA 

Mr. Delson Yuson, Civil Registration Office IV of PSA-ARMM, addresses the concern of 
the participants regarding the under-reported causes of death in the region.
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